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The 4th edition of the Surat LitFest is scheduled for January 9th, 10th, and 11th, 2026, in
Surat, Gujarat. This upcoming event, organized by the Surat Literary Foundation, is
anticipated to be more engaging and substantially bigger than previous years,
though its central theme will be announced shortly.

The festival is set to feature an exciting and diverse lineup of sessions, performances,
and workshops designed specifically to inspire and educate attendees. The LitFest is
dedicated to continuing its mission of celebrating diversity and creativity, aiming to
further solidify Surat’s position as a national hub for culture and thought leadership.

The 2026 edition’s program will include captivating panel discussions, formal book
launches, insightful author readings, and interactive workshops. Through these events,
the festival aims to transform Surat into a vibrant confluence of stories, ideas, and
imagination.

Surat LitFest 2026

Surat Literary Foundation

The Surat Literature Festival (SLF) is renowned as a vibrant celebration of words, ideas,
and imagination, consistently bringing together a diverse array of authors, poets,
journalists, artists, and readers from across India. It was founded with the clear vision
of establishing Surat as a key hub for literary and cultural dialogue. SLF successfully
operates as a dynamic platform dedicated to facilitating creative exchange,
intellectual conversation, and deep artistic expression.

In each edition, the festival skillfully transforms the "Diamond City" into a captivating
space where the world of literature meets and merges with culture. This
transformation is realized through its program of thought-provoking panel
discussions, highly anticipated book launches, evocative poetry sessions, and various
performances. By consciously embracing multiple languages, varied perspectives,
and a wide spectrum of genres, the Surat Literature Festival remains committed to
inspiring curiosity, igniting creativity, and nurturing a shared, enduring love for
storytelling in every conceivable form.
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Dr. Bhagyesh Jha

Ex. IAS, Chairman of Gujarat

Sahitya Akademy

Shri Ratnakar Ji

A senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

leader currently serving as the State

General Secretary (Organization) for

BJP Gujarat.

Shri  Kishor Makwana

(Chairman, Anusuchit Jati Ayog, Govt

of India)

Voices of Eminence

Ideas, Culture, and Dialogue.

A grand opening that sets the tone for inspiration, featuring
distinguished thought leaders among our top speakers.

Their presence marks the beginning of a journey into

Inaugural Ceremony

Shri Shukmuni Dasji Swami

Swaminarayan Gurukul,

Rajkot Sansthan

Shri Harsh Sanghavi
Deputy Chief Minister
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Time Guests / Speakers / Performers ModeratorSession

Dr. B. K. Das (Distinguished Scientist & Director General of
Electronics & Communication Systems (ECS) at the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
Dr. Gopal Goswami (Columnist and Social Thinker)

India’s Defence
Preparedness

4:00 PM to
5:30 PM

Shri Harsh Sanghvi
      (Dy. CM, Govt. of Gujarat)

Shri Shukmuni Dasji Swami
(Swaminarayan Gurukul, Rajkot
Sansthan)
Shri Kishor Makwana (Chairman,
Anusuchit Jati Ayog, Govt of India)
Dr. Bhagyesh Jha (Ex. IAS, Chairman of
Gujarat Sahitya Akademy)
Shri Ratnakar Ji (A senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader currently
serving as the State General Secretary
(Organization) for BJP Gujarat)

Inaugural
Ceremony

Dr. Deepak
Rajguru
(Chairman
of Vibrant
Academy)

DAY 1 SCHEDULE : 09-01-2026

3 Days Schedule

After
6:30 PM

Folk Dance & Kathak Dance
Music Band

Cultural
Evening

5:30 PM to
6:30 PM
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4:00 PM to
4:30 PM

Musical Event

Time Guests / Speakers / Performers ModeratorSession

Lunch Break (1:30 PM to 2:00 PM)

11:00 AM to
12:00 PM

Major Gen. Shashi Asthana (Acclaimed Strategist
and Military Analyst, Author of Modern Diplomacy)
Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha (PVSM, AVSM, NM & Bar,
Former Three-star Admiral of the Indian Navy)

Rashtriya
Suraksha

Divyansh Kala (Policy
Consultant & Former
Special Assistant at the
Y20 Secretariat)

Swami Narasimhananda (Ramakrishna math, Calicut)
Shri Dushyanth Sridhar (Dharmic Preacher, Spiritual
Speaker)
Shri Abhijit Chavda (Historian, civilisation researcher)

Ila Goswami (Spiritual
Journalist)

4:30 PM to
6:00 PM

Dharma &
Gen Z

Shri Pratik Gandhi (Award Winning Actor, Scam
1992)
Shri Sudipto Sen (Indian Film Director, The Kerala
Story, Bastar: The Naxal Story etc)

Saurabh Shah (Senior
Journalist, Popular
Novelist)

10.00 AM to
11.00 AM

Cinema &
Bharat@2047

Dr. G K Goswami (IPS, Founder Director of the UP State
Institute of Forensic Sciences (UPSIFS) ) 

12:00 PM to
1:30 PM

Cyber Crime
and Forensic
Science

Dr. Lata Suresh
(Head of Knowledge
& Research, MCA,
GOI)

2:30 PM to
4:00 PM

Dr. Shipra Mathur (Journalist, Author, Thinker)
Shri Archna Tiwari (Journalist, The Rajdharma)
Shri Anand Narsimhan (Senior Journalist, Managing
Editor at News18)
Shri Utpal Kumar (Opinion Editor, Firstpost & News18)
Shri Prakhar Shrivastava (Senior journalist, Writer and
anchor in Doordarshan)
Shri Aman Chopra : Senior Editor, Network 18

Media

Nishant Azad
(Senior Assistant
Editor of Organiser
Magazine)

After
8:00 PM

'Hu Chandrakant Bakshi’ : A Play by Ideas Unlimited :
Directed By Manoj Shah :  Acted By Pratik Gandhi

Drama

DAY 2 SCHEDULE : 10-01-2026
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Time Guests / Speakers / Performers ModeratorSession

Lunch Break (1:30 PM to 2:00 PM)

10:30 AM to
10:45 AM Morning Raga

After
6:00 PM

Cultural event

Bharatnatyam By Bijoy Shivram & Team
Yakshagan By Shrinidhi Holla MS & Team
Kalaripayattu By Guru Thankappan Assan - Ajith Kumar & Team
Tamasha By Bhushan Korgaonkar & Team
Odissi By Debashreeta Mohanty
VANDE MATRAM By Binita Shah & team
Hosted By Hrudi Desai & Manali Kanthariya

10:45 AM to
12:15 PM

Mahila
Shakti@2047

Shri Meghna Pant (Acclaimed Writer, Journalist and
Speaker)
Shri Meenakshi Sharan (Cultural Activist and Social
Entrepreneur)
Shri Meenakshi Sehrawat (Young Spiritual Influencer)
Shri Archna Tiwari (Journalist, The Rajdharma)
Dr Bhairavi Joshi CEO and Director, BYCS India Foundation,
Consultant to FitIndia movement-Govt of India 

Ila Goswami (Spiritual
Journalist)

12:15 PM to
1:30 PM Rajneeti@2047

Shri Tehseen Poonawalla (Political Analyst & Consultant)
Shri Ajeet Bharti (Journalist and Political Satirist)
Shri Pradeep Bhandari (National Spokesman, BJP)

Prakhar Shrivastava
(senior journalist, Writer
and anchor in
Doordarshan)

2:00 PM to
3:30 PM RSS@100 Shri Ram Lal ji (Akhil Bhartiya Sampark Pramukh, RSS)

Dr. Bhagyesh Jha
(Ex. IAS, Chairman of
Gujarat Sahitya
Akademy)

4:45 PM to
6:00 PM

Bharat Past,
Present &
Tomorrow

Dr. Dilip Mandal (Media Advisor, GOI, Ex Editor India
Today)

Aman Chopra
Senior Editor, Network 18

3:30 PM to
4:30 PM

Education &
Bharat@2047

Dr. M Jagadesh Kumar (Ex UGC Chairman, Prof. IIT Delhi)
Drummi Bhatt
(Entrepreneur) 

DAY 3 SCHEDULE : 11-01-2026
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Shri Kishor Makwana
Chairman, Anusuchit Jati Ayog, Govt
of India

Major Gen. Shashi Asthana
Acclaimed Strategist and Military
Analyst, Author of Modern Diplomacy

Shri Ram Lal Ji 
Akhil Bhartiya Sampark Pramukh, RSS

Shri Swami
Paramatmananda
Convener and General Secretary of the
Hindu Dharma Acharya Sabha

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha
PVSM, AVSM, NM & Bar, Former Three-star
Admiral of the Indian Navy

Dr. Bhagyesh Jha
Ex IAS & Chairman of Gujarat Sahitya
Akademy

Dr. B.K. Das
Distinguished Scientist & Director
General of Electronics &
Communication Systems (ECS) at the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO)

Dr. Dilip Mandal
Media Advisor, GOI, Ex Editor India
Today

Shri Ratnakar Ji
A senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader currently serving as the State
General Secretary (Organization) for
BJP Gujarat.

Shri Dushyanth Sridhar
Dharmic Preacher, Spiritual Speaker

Surat Literary Foundation : +91 88667 47101
www.srtlitfest.com

Shri Harsh Sanghavi
Deputy Chief Minister

Swami Narasimhananda
Ramakrishna math,
Calicut
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Dr. G. K Goswami
IPS, Founder Director of the UP State
Institute of Forensic Sciences (UPSIFS)

Shri Saurabh Shah
Senior Journalist, Popular Novelist

Shri Prafulla Ketkar
Editor, Organiser

Shri Pradeep Bhandari
National Spokesman BJP

Dr. Shipra Mathur
Journalist, Author, Thinker

SPEAKERS

Shri Anand Narasimhan
Senior Journalist, Managing Editor at
News18

Shri Utpal Kumar
Opinion Editor, Firstpost & News18

Shri Prakhar Shrivastava
Senior Journalist, Writer and anchor in
Doordarshan



Shri Tehseen Poonawalla
Political Analyst & Consultant

Shri Ajeet Bharti
Journalist and Political Satirist

Dr. Lata Suresh
Head of Knowledge & Research,
MCA,GOI

Shri Pratik Gandhi
Award Winning Actor, Scam 1992

Dr. Deepak Rajguru
Chairman of Vibrant Academy

Shri Meenakshi Sharan
Cultural Activist and Social
Entrepreneur

Shri Sudipto Sen
Indian Film Director, The Kerala Story,
Bastar: The Naxal Story etc
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SPEAKERS

Shri Nishant Azad
Senior Assistant Editor of Organiser
Magazine

Shri Meghna Pant
Acclaimed Writer, Journalist and
Speaker



SPEAKERS

Shri Meenakshi Sehrawat
Young Spiritual Influencer

Shri Shukmuni Dasji
Swami
Swaminarayan Gurukul,
Rajkot Sansthan

Shri Divyansh Kala
Policy Consultant & Former Special
Assistant at the Y20 Secretariat
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Shri Drummi Bhatt
(Entrepreneur)

Dr Bhairavi Joshi
CEO and Director 
BYCS India Foundation,
Consultant to FitIndia
movement-Govt of India 

Shri Aman Chopra
Senior Editor, Network 18

Shri Abhijit Chavda
Historian, civilisation
researcher

Dr. Gopal Goswami
Columnist and Social
Thinker
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India: A Grand
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The Surat Literature Festival gratefully acknowledges the support
of its valued partners. Presented by Gujarat Sahitya Akademi as
the Title Sponsor, with BMS Projects Pvt. Ltd., GAP and T.M. Patel
International School (Pearson) as Co-Sponsors.

SURAT LITERARY FOUNDATION

SPONSORS & PARTNERS
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Get the information about the

Topics, Schedule and more.Surat Literary Foundation : +91 88667 47101
www.srtlitfest.com



9 10 11

SURAT
LITFEST

JAN
2026

www.srtlitfest.com+91 88667 47101

THANK YOU
FOR BEING A PART OF SURAT LITFEST!

Scan QR Code
Get the information about the

Topics, Schedule and more.

January 9 / 10 / 11  - 2026th

Surat Literary Foundation


